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Maurice D. Copithorne, Director-General of the Canadian Legal
Affairs Bureau of the Department of External Affairs has objected
to some of the remarks attributed to him in Mr. Leonard Salter's
article on the Seventh World Conference on Peace Through Law
(p. 322 of the Spring, 1976 issue of The International Lawyer) as
a member of the panel on the Utility of the United Nations Systems.
According to the transcript of his remarks, Mr. Copithorne ques-
tioned the adequacy of the international legal system, based
primarily on the Western legal concepts and traditions, to perform
as an acceptable working system in the contemporary world com-
munity. He urged lawyers to play a more active role in adapting
international law to the needs of all nations, and concluded that the
UN is the paramount agency for broadening the rule of law and thus
promoting world peace.
